
Englishman River Estuary

What is likely to happen here in the future?
Will the river stay on course?   



The Englishman River is subject to extremely heavy 
flows in winter and almost no flow in late summer



The heavy flows in winter often carry large 
amounts of washed out trees, logs and 
debris from the upper watershed



These  trees and 
wood often create 
logjams in the lower 
reaches of the river 
and in the estuary 



Over the millennia the Englishman River 

has probably changed course many 
times and in very dramatic ways
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When logjams block the 
main river, the water is 
forced into other channels 
of the estuary flood plain

Old river channels are 
clearly visible in the estuary
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Multiple channels have formed and reform within the Estuary



The old channels reform 
during flood conditions

Surfside RV Resort



Even appearing to 
flow under the 
Community Park into 
Parksville Bay

Old estuary channels



High tides and waves on the other side

High tides of 5 meters or 16 ½ feet 
often occur during the winter months
Even during calm weather can be 
within about ½ a meter of potential 
flooding of property



When a high tide and storm 
surge combine with a flood 
event in the river, the 
Englishman River floodplains 
and estuary could be inundated

There could be serious 
problems with



All flood prone areas should be 
clearly mapped and signed so that 
owners and residents can be 
prepared when conditions dictate
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